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‘THE DAYTRIPPER’ 
TRAVELS AROUND 


TEXAS 


We talk to host Chet Garner 
about 11 seasons of his 
Emmy Award-winning show 
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COURT RULES 
AGAINST CITY IN 
CODE FIGHT 


Ruling lets property owners 
file protests against effort 
to overhaul Austin’s zoning 
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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 


COUNTING CASES 


Treasury: Give $550 billion in 
aid checks to Americans, A4 
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Abbott calls for delaying 
May 2 elections over virus, B1 


Christopher Huff, 26, stands outside a homeless camp off West Ben White Boulevard on Monday. Huff didn’t know much about the 
coronavirus outbreak until he walked into a nearby Walmart and saw bare shelves. “Some things I need for daily life were gone,” he said. 
[BRONTE WITTPENN/AMERICAN-STATESMAN] 


Shelters face hard choices amid coronavirus 


Restrictions could 
leave city’s homeless 
with fewer options 


By Mark D. Wilson 
mwilson@statesman.com 


As the new coronavirus 
spreads, Austin’s homeless 
shelters are weighing safety 
changes to their operations 
that could leave the city’s 
most vulnerable residents 
with even fewer options. 

The Austin Resource Center 
for the Homeless, which 
provides shelter, storage, 
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LETTER 
TO READERS 


Together, let’s 


support local 
businesses, 
the bedrock 
of our 
communities. 
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bathrooms and showers to 
hundreds of people each day, 
took initial steps toward lim- 
iting access this week. Those 
coming through its doors 
now are required to sanitize 
their hands. Staffers are also 
asking clients how they are 
feeling, and they’re cleaning 
more frequently in such high- 
traffic areas as stairwells and 
common spaces. 

But stricter measures could 
be put in place in coming days. 
To protect those staying and 
working in the dormitory- 
style shelter, which houses 


How to help 


e Donations can be made to 
Front Steps at frontsteps.org/ 
donate. 

e Donations to the Salvation 
Army can be made at 4700 
Manor Road or by calling 
512-634-5900. 


about 130 people each night, 
Greg McCormack, executive 
director of Front Steps, which 
runs the ARCH, said manage- 
ment is considering changes. 
The ARCH could limit access 


to day services — suchas mail, 
storage and restrooms — for 
people not staying in the shel- 
ter. Its staff also is weighing 
whether to turn away people 
who are sickin coming weeks. 

Such a move by any of 
Austin’s care providers could 
further leave those who are 
homeless at risk at atime when 
bars, restaurants and many 
local businesses have closed 
their doors, and as restrictions 
on gatherings of more than 10 
people go into effect. 


See HOMELESS, A6 


Diners look outside Austin to eat 


By Claire Osborn 
cosborn@statesman.com 


CEDAR PARK — While 
restaurant dining rooms 
were closed or neatly empty 
in Austin and across most 
of the surrounding suburbs 
Wednesday, at least two 
popular eateries in Cedar 
Park still had patrons sit- 
ting at their bars and tables 
during lunch. 

“We can’t shut down the 
economy,” said Randall 
Reese, who was standing in 
a parking lot with co-work- 
ers after eating at Chuy’s in 


Cedar Park. 

Business seemed close to 
normal at the restaurant, 
with the dining room more 
than half full of custom- 
ers chatting over lunch and 
sitting elbow-to-elbow at 
the bar. 

It turned out to be a 
last hurrah, however, as 
Williamson County later 
issued a ban on serving in 
restaurant dining rooms 
as of 6 p.m. Wednesday. 
Eating establishments in 
the county can now only 
provide food to go. 

Williamson officials 


issued the order Wednesday 
after the first four confirmed 
cases of the new coronavi- 
rus were reported in the 
county. Officials also tight- 
ened restrictions on public 
gatherings in the county by 
limiting them to less than 10 
people instead of an earlier 
limit of 50. Those gather- 
ings include church events, 
weddings, concerts and 
fundraisers. 

Before the ban on res- 
taurant dining rooms was 
issued, Marissa McGovern, 


See DINING, A5 


Coronavirus concerns 
close major Austin malls, B5 


Hospital 
doctor 
positive for 
coronavirus 


St. David’s HealthCare 
physician the latest 
among Texas’ more than 
80 cases 


By Katie Hall 

and Jonathan Tilove 
khall@statesma.com 
jtilove@statesman.com 


As the number of COVID-19 
cases continues to grow across 
the region, the Central Texas 
hospital system St. David’s 
HealthCare said Wednesday 
one of its physicians has con- 
tracted the disease. 

St. David’s did not identify 
the physician or the facility 
where he works (the system 
has 33 locations in Central 
Texas, including hospitals, 
surgery centers and emer- 
gency rooms). It also declined 
to say when the person was 
diagnosed or how the doctor 
became ill. 


See VIRUS, A5 


More inside 


e Virus wreaks havoc around 
the globe, A5 

e Cornyn draws rebuke 

for comments, A6 

e US, Canada agree to 

close shared border, A7 

e Stocks tumble again over 
virus fears, BS 

e NCAA faces coronavirus 
financial hit, C1 


Austin has 
lower virus 
spread, 
but why? 


Experts cite factors that 
include early warnings 
and slow testing 


By Tony Plohetski 
tplohetski@statesman.com 


As coronavirus surges 
across America, Austin, so 
far, seems to be faring better 
than many cities. 

Are we doing something 
right here? Is it luck? Or are 
we just unaware of a bigger 
infected population that 
simply hasn’t been tested yet? 
Perhaps this is just the calm 
before the storm. 

What, if anything, sets 
Austin apart? 


See NUMBERS, A6 
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